been cohabiting for some time with Anne, a
daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn.

Five years before Henry came to the throne,
Catherine had been married to his elder brother,
Arthur, Prince of Wales. This marriage had ter-
minated in tragedy ; for, a few weeks after it, the
Prince, a young boy of fifteen, had died. As, how-
ever, the marriage had been arranged for purely
political purposes, it was still vital that Catherine
should become Queen of England ; and, for this
purpose, she was married to the young Henry,
immediately after his accession. For this a dis-
pensation had to be procured from the Pope, as
Henry was about to marry his deceased brother's
wife, which has always been disallowed by the
Church. His claim for the dispensation was that
Catherine's former marriage had never been con-
summated, and so the dispensation was granted.
Catherine, the sister of Ferdinand, became Queen
of England, and nobody disputed the validity of
the marriage. As has been seen, she bore Henry
one daughter ; but she never gave him the son
on which the King's highest hopes were set.

Catherine herself had been nurtured in early
life amid narrow surroundings. The ambitions
of Spain had been the milk of her infancy ; and
with it she had sucked in the Papalism of the Latin
races. Unlike her husband, who had always
strained to a maximum that element of freedom
from Papal domination which he had inherited,
she regarded the Pope and the Church as a single